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Birding event seeks to raise $100K to save habitat
Donor will match pledges
for annual Bird-A-Thon
Maddy Lauria Delaware News Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

In about a week, birders from near
and far will flock to First State parks and
backyards to spot as many winged creatures as they can, and not just for the joy
of it.
They hope to raise raising enough
money to expand protections of coastal
habitat near Slaughter Beach.
“There’s no place on Earth like the
Mispillion Harbor Reserve in May,” said
Bill Stewart, founder and chair of the
Delmarva Ornithological Society’s annual Delaware Bird-A-Thon. “And that’s
not my sentiment. That is a fact.”
Starting in May, thousands of shorebirds arrive along the shore of the Delaware Bay as horseshoe crabs prepare to
slowly creep onto the sand to lay millions of protein-packed eggs. They provide the fuel for some birds’ spring migration. Some species, like the threatened Rufa red knot, travel thousands of
miles for those eggs and attract visitors
from all around the world.
The 13th annual Delaware Bird-A-

A tagged red knot walks on Slaughter Beach in 2005. Birders are hoping an
upcoming count will raise enough money to expand protection of coastal habitat
in the area. GARY EMEIGH/THE NEWS JOURNAL

Thon begins Saturday and runs through
May 12, coinciding with some of the
bay’s most popular visitors.
Much like a walk-a-thon or similar
fundraisers, people are asked to make

financial pledges for each bird species
recorded in a single 24-hour period during the Bird-A-Thon.
This year, every dollar up to $100,000
will be matched by an anonymous do-

nor, the organization said. Details are
limited regarding the property the group
hopes to purchase, but it will expand
protections at the existing 74-acre Mispillion Harbor Reserve that provides vital habitat to coastal critters such as
blue crabs, diamondback terrapins and
dozens of bird species.
“Once everything is secure and the
properties and habitats are safely protected, then the next thing we want to
do is create a point of destination,”
Stewart said.
Future plans could include a research
facility and other amenities for the
Slaughter Beach area, he hints.
If the group can raise the matching
$100,000 this year, it will break records
for the event.
Since the first Bird-A-Thon, the event
has raised about $450,000 to protect
nearly 2,000 acres of land. Last year,
birders raised about $60,000 to help
purchase a piece of property to expand
protections at the 600-plus-acre Passmore Farm property near Townsend.
For more information or to sign up, go
to delawarebirdathon.com.
Contact reporter Maddy Lauria at
(302) 345-0608, mlauria@delaware
online.com or on Twitter @Maddyin
Milford.

Man accused of plotting IS-inspired attack pleads not guilty
Alleged National Harbor
truck plot was foiled
Michael Kunzelman

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GREENBELT, Md. – A man accused of
planning an Islamic State-inspired attack at a shopping and entertainment
complex near Washington, D.C., pleaded not guilty on Monday to a federal
criminal charge.
Rondell Henry, 28, of Germantown,
Maryland, was arraigned on one count
of interstate transportation of a stolen
vehicle. He was indicted April 10 on the
charge, which carries a maximum sentence of 10 years in prison.
Henry hasn’t been charged with any
terrorism-related offenses since police
officers arrested him March 28. He remains detained in federal custody.

Henry allegedly stole a U-Haul van in
Virginia and parked it at the National
Harbor, a popular waterfront destination just outside the nation’s capital.
Police arrested him the next morning
after they found the van and saw Henry
jump over a security fence from the boat
deck.
Henry told investigators he planned
to carry out a truck attack similar to one
in which a driver ran over and killed dozens of people in Nice, France, in 2016,
authorities said.
Henry’s attorney, assistant federal
public defender Christian Lassiter, declined to comment after Monday’s brief
hearing. Lassiter entered the plea on behalf of his client, who answered several
routine questions from a magistrate
judge.
A trial date hasn’t been set, but Lassiter and a prosecutor both estimated a

jury trial would last six days.
During an April 9 detention hearing,
U.S. Magistrate Judge Thomas DiGirolamo ordered Henry held without bond
while he awaits trial.
The judge agreed with prosecutors
that the defendant poses a danger to the
public.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas
Windom said during the earlier hearing
that Henry intended to kill as many
“disbelievers” as possible.
But a different public defender urged
the court to be skeptical of authorities
claims and argued that the government
“is trying to fit certain facts into their
narrative.”
Henry is a naturalized U.S. citizen
who moved to the country from Trinadad and Tobago about 11 years ago.
In a court filing, prosecutors said
Henry watched Islamic State propagan-

da videos of foreign terrorists beheading civilians and fighting overseas, admiring their actions and considering
them brave.
Investigators said they recovered a
phone Henry discarded on a highway in
an apparent attempt to conceal evidence, including images of the Islamic
State flag, armed Islamic State fighters
and the man who carried out the Pulse
nightclub massacre in an Orlando, Florida.
Henry initially considered an attack
at Dulles International Airport on March
27, trying unsuccessfully over two hours
to breach the security perimeter by slipping in through a checkpoint or accessing a restricted area, prosecutors said.
Instead, he drove to the National
Harbor later that morning, parked the
truck, broke into a boat and hid there
overnight, according to prosecutors.
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